[Research progress in natural killer cell receptors].
Natural killer cell expresses two kinds of recognition receptors with contrary functions: killer cell activatory receptors (KAR) and killer cell inhibitory receptors (KIR). KIR can interact with MHC I type molecular-self nonself peptide complex expressed on self cell surface, and produce inhibitory signals which can prevent the activation of KAR, thereby preventing the cytotoxicity of NK cells. NK cell will trigger effector functions(cytolysis) by KAR, if target cell loses appropriate ligands recognized by KIR. In this article we will review the research progress in the structure of these receptors, their recognition and signal transduction mechanisms.